
Burgundy and the 
Benedictines

Lecture II





Pope Stephen VI died 897

Pope John XII died 964

Pope Benedict IX  died 1048

Saeculum obscurum

Marozia
890-936



The Cadaver Synod







William the Pious Duke 
of Aquitaine

Gave Property of Cluny
(his old hunting lodge)

Berno of Cluny

Renounced any control over the 
monastery. It was dependant on 
Pope alone.

Organized prayer life 
emphasis on Divine office,
Psalms and liturgy 

"With this gift I establish that a monastery of regulars be built at Cluny in honour of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, 
where monks who live according to the Rule of St Benedict shall gather... so that a venerable sanctuary of prayer with 
vows and supplications may be visited there, and the heavenly life be sought after and yearned for with every desire 
and with deep ardour, and that assiduous prayers, invocations and supplications be addressed to the Lord". 

Opposed Simony

Promoted Marian Devotion

Stability



St Odo St Majolus St Odilio St Hugh the Great



St Peter
Damien

1007
1072



Abbot Hugh 
of Semur
1024-1109





«Urbanism and monasticism…
Are forceful illustrations of the 
twofold character of the middle 
ages, at once sedentary and 
nomadic, local and european….



1000 years ago

1088 First University

1099 First Crusade

1050–80 Reforms of 
Pope Gregory VII

990 description of 
the Via Franchigena

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/990


ROME 









Abbey of Tournus 1000



Abbey of Saint-Germain d'Auxerre







CLUNY III
1088-1130



The consecration of the main altar of Cluny III by Pope Urban II 1095



Cluny Abbey 1130





Cluny Drawing by Lallande
1773







Gregorian Chant



Jeweled Reliquaries



Champleve

Reliquary St Thomas Beckett 1180

Ciborium 1200



Bronze Doors

Bonannus Doors
Pisa cathedral
1180

Bernward Doors
St. Michael, Hildesheim
1015



Frescoes

The fresco of the Apse of St. Mary, Taüll,1120

Croce di san frediano, pisa, 1100-1150



Remains….





Marie Alexandre Lenoir 
1761-1839 

Kenneth John Conant  1894-1984 







Paray le 
Monial

12° century









Founders of Citeaux
St Stephen Harding 

St Robert of Molesme
and St Alberic

Citeaux Abbey
March 21, 1098







Tomb of Phillipe 
Pot

15th century



St Bernard of Clairvaux 1090-1153



Fontanay 1118-1147











On vanity of vanities, yet no more vain than insane!
The church is resplendent in her walls and wanting in her poor. 
She dresses her stones in gold and lets her sons go naked. The 
eyes of the rich are fed at the
expense of the indigent. The curious find something
to amuse them and the needy find nothing to sustain them.

Bernard of Clairvaux Apologia


